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CITY OF HIAWATHA

CITY COMMISSION MINUTES
MONDAY, JULY 20, 2009, at 5:35 P.M.

HIAWATHA CITY HALL

723 OREGON ST.
1. Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order.
The Hiawatha City Commission met in regular session on Monday, July 20, 2009, at 5:35 p.m., at City Hall, with Mayor Gernon, Commissioner Shamburg, Commissioner Collins, Commissioner Denton, and Commissioner Sheeran present. Administrator Ladner was absent. 
2. Approval of the July 6, 2009, City Commission meeting minutes.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the minutes of the July 6, 2009, City Commission meeting as presented. Motion carried. 5 ayes.

3. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of Appropriation Ordinance #1183 in the amount of $59,122.74.
b. Approval of Payroll Ordinance #2040 in the amount of $56,748.51.

c. Approval of Utility Refunds in the amount of $462.84.

d. Approval of payment to Kansas Department of Health and Environment for payment on revolving loan #2066 in the amount of $18,608.31.

e. Approval of payment to Utility Service Co., Inc., for quarterly payment for water tower maintenance in the amount of $16,771.47 for the West Oregon tower and $16,788.39 for the south tower for a total of $33,559.86.
f. Approval of payment to Glacial Hills RC&D for 2009 sponsorship of the Enterprise Facilitation in the amount of $2,500.00.

g. Approval of payment to TranSystems in the amount of $9,887.00 for professional services on the rail engineering and survey.

h. Approval of Monthly Report of Municipal Judge.

i. Approval of Construction Contractor’s License for Suther Bldg. Supply, Inc.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the Consent Agenda including Appropriation Ordinance #1183 in the amount of $59,122.74; Payroll Ordinance #2040 in the amount of $56,748.51; Payment to Kansas Department of Health and Environment in the amount of $18,608.31; Payment to Utility Service Co., Inc., in the amount of $33,559.86; Payment to Glacial Hills RC&D  in the amount of $2,500.00; Payment to TranSystems in the amount of $9,887.00; Monthly Report of Municipal Judge; and Construction Contractor’s License for Suther Bldg. Supply, Inc. Motion carried. 5 ayes.

4. Presentation of petitions, public comments, memorials.
Old Business  
New Business
5. Beckham Smith to discuss Morrill Public Library Director. 

Mr. Smith announced that Cathy Newland, Morrill Public Library Director, will retire on July 31, 2009. The Library Board established a search committee and advertised the position. There were 10 applicants. Two individuals were chosen to be interview. They had selected Eric Gustafson, who is currently with the State Library as Library Technology Consultant, to replace Mrs. Newland.  

6. Consider Kiwanis request to block off part of a street for Fun Day at the Park.

Joe Koechner, Hiawatha Kiwanis Club, made a request for the city to close part of Morrill Ave. from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, August 1, for the Kiwanis “Fun Day at the Park”. They need it closed so they can have miniature horse rides for the kids in that location. 
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the request from Hiawatha Kiwanis Club to close part of Morrill Ave. from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, August 1, 2009, for the Kiwanis Fun Day at the Park. Motion carried. 5 ayes.

7. Discuss request for reimbursement for alley repairs.

Esther Watkins had requested that the city reimburse her for some rock that she had purchased for the alley behind her home. She said that the rock they put in front of their place did not help much, and that the entire alley needed fixed.
She had not discussed the matter with the city before she purchased the rock, although she said a number of people on that block had called about the poor condition of the alley.
The city does not generally maintain the alleys. They are utility right-of-ways. The Rankin’s had approached the city last year and asked for a small amount of rock to be put in their alley. The city took him some rock and Mr. Rankin had filled the holes with it. Ms. Watkins should have approached the Commission before purchasing the rock. They did not want to set a precedent. 

The Commission did not approve her request for reimbursement. 
8. Discuss hospital waterline relocation.

John Moore, Hiawatha Hospital Administrator, had previously approached the City concerning the new Medical Office/Outpatient Building that they are planning to build. At that time the City had determined that there were water lines which were going to have to be moved to accommodate the required vacation of part of Utah Street and the building of the new facility. The hospital had agreed to pay for the relocation of the water lines. 

Administrator Ladner had approached Professional Engineering Consultants about engineering the water line relocation. Brad Johnson, PEC, had corroborated with Rick Koenig, Water Superintendent, and with the hospital to devise a plan suitable for both. Mr. Johnson was in attendance to answer questions from the Commission.
They will need to relocate about 580 linear feet of 12-inch line, 75 linear feet of 4-inch line, four connections to existing lines, one fire hydrant assembly and other miscellaneous items in the area of Third and Utah Streets. 

Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Shamburg, to authorize the agreement for the waterline relocation engineering with Professional Engineering Consultants, contingent upon the verification that the hospital will be responsible for this expense. Motion carried. 5 ayes. 

9. Discuss fire protection for Padonia Township. 

The City of Hiawatha has received an offer from Padonia Township to increase the amount for fire protection from $3,000 to $5,000 for 2010.   
Dave Pfister, Hiawatha Township, noted that they had set an amount in their budget for fire protection, but declined to indicate the dollar amount as their budget was as yet unapproved.  
Mayor Gernon noted that he would like to see a county-wide fire department, and that the City needed the support of the townships to get the county to help.
The Commission agreed to accept the $5,000 offer from Padonia Township for 2010, but noted that they will address this every year and phase in the increase over time.
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Mayor Gernon, to accept the offer from Padonia Township of $5,000.00 for 2010. Motion carried. 5 ayes. 
10. Consider approval of ordinance creating a storm water utility.

The Commission had discussed creating a storm water utility during the budget work session for maintenance and improvements to the storm water system. The utility would go into effect October 1, 2009, and will be charged on the water bills for residents at $4.00 per month, and for commercial and other non-residential customers at $8.00 per month.
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adopt Ordinance No. 1028, establishing a storm water utility. Motion carried. 5 ayes.
11. Executive Session to discuss non-elected personnel.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to go to Executive Session to discuss non-elected personnel for a period of 20 minutes, to include Del Elfner at the beginning, and Tracy Irwin and Terry Smith later in the session. Motion carried. 5 ayes. 

The Executive Session began at 6:12 p.m. Tracy Irwin and Terry Smith entered the Executive Session at 6:20 p.m. Mr. Elfner left the session at 6:20 p.m.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion at 6:32 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Collins, to extend the Executive Session for a period of 15 minutes. Motion carried. 5 ayes. 

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion at 6:47 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Denton, to extend the Executive Session for a period of 5 more minutes. Motion carried. 5 ayes.

Tracy Irwin and Terry Smith left the Executive Session at 6:47 p.m.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion at 6:52 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to return to open session. Motion carried. 5 ayes. 

No action was taken from the Executive Session. 

Mayor Gernon left the meeting at 6:53 p.m. Commissioner Collins took charge of the remainder of the meeting.
12. Lynne Ladner, City Administrator.

13. Mayor Crosby Gernon.
14. Com. William Collins.
Commissioner Collins said that drainage issues on Kickapoo Street had been addressed by city departments. He commended the Street and Sewer Departments for their work on getting this done.  
15. Com. Vicki Denton.
16. Com. Steffen Shamburg.
Commissioner Shamburg noted that the storm water utility will provide a mechanism to begin addressing the drainage issues.
17. Com. John Sheeran.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to appoint Crosby Gernon as acting administrator during the absence of Administrator Ladner. Motion carried. 5 ayes.
18. Adjourn.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adjourn. Motion carried. 5 ayes. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:56 p.m.
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