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CITY OF HIAWATHA

CITY COMMISSION MINUTES 
MONDAY, JUNE 29, 2009, at 5:35 P.M.

HIAWATHA CITY HALL

723 OREGON ST.
1. Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order.
The Hiawatha City Commission met in regular session on Monday, June 29, 2009, at 5:35 p.m. at City Hall with Mayor Gernon, Commissioner Collins, and Commissioner Denton present. Commissioner Sheeran and Commissioner Shamburg were absent. 

2. Approval of the June 15, 2009, City Commission meeting minutes.

Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the June 15, 2009, City Commission Minutes as presented. Motion carried. 3 ayes.

3. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of Appropriation Ordinance #1181 in the amount of $21,123.86.
b. Approval of Payroll Ordinance #2039 in the amount of $51,167.96.

c. Approval of Utility Refunds in the amount of $254.02.

d. Approval of payment to Union Pacific Railroad Company for annual rent of storage building in the amount of $2,000.
e. Approval of payment to Lowenthal, Singleton, Webb & Wilson for the final billing on the 2008 audit in the amount of $2,225.00.

f. Approval of payment to Wagner Excavating LLC for the final balance due on the Pottawatomie Street Storm Drainage Improvement Project in the amount of      $1, 507.33.

g. Approval of payment to K. B. Roofing for the Fire Station Roof in the amount of $2,972.00.

h. Approval of payment to Wagner Excavating LLC for the Installation of the Sewer Line for South 6th Street in the amount of $10,961.00.

i. Approval of Construction Contractor’s License for Charles Polley dba A-1 Construction, William R. Butrick dba Bill Butrick Construction, Evan Strahm dba E J Construction and Straub Construction Co. Inc.
Commissioner Collins asked Administrator Ladner to renegotiate the rent with the railroad as both buildings are in bad shape.
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the Consent Agenda including Appropriation Ordinance #1181 in the amount of $21,123.86; Payroll Ordinance #2039 in the amount of $51,167.96; Utility Refunds in the amount of $254.02; payment to Union Pacific Railroad Company in the amount of $2,000; payment to Lowenthal, Singleton, Webb & Wilson in the amount of $2,225.00; payment to Wagner Excavating LLC in the amount of $1,507.33; payment to K. B. Roofing in the amount of $2,972.00; payment to Wagner Excavating LLC in the amount of $10,961.00; and approval of Construction Contractor Licenses for Charles Polley dba A-1 Construction, William R. Butrick dba Bill Butrick Construction, Evan Strahm dba E J Construction and Straub Construction Co., Inc. Motion carried. 3 ayes.

4. Presentation of petitions, public comments, memorials.
5. Jay Boyles, Boy Scout Troop 313, to discuss Fall Camporee.

Jay Boyles, Boy Scout Troop 313, asked for the city’s help in putting new rope on the flag pole at the lake. He also wanted to find out for sure if the city would block off the road and have the police department check the area throughout the night. He asked what the cost would be for the shelter houses, and who to check with to have portable toilets set at the lake for the Camporee. The location for the campfire was discussed. The Commission had already given their permission to hold the Camporee at the City Lake November 13 through 15, 2009, and to have an open campfire there on Saturday night, November 14. Mr. Boyles said that Saturday would be a family type deal all day long. This year’s Camporee would celebrate 100 years of scouting. The Commission agreed that the city could donate the use of the shelter houses, and authorized the city crews to repair the flag pole rope.
Old Business  
New Business
6. Consider approval of payment to SBS Insurance for Amended Property Limits for EMC Insurance in the amount of $7,578.

The City’s insurance company, SBS Insurance d/b/a EMC Insurance, did an audit appraisal of all of the city’s insurance. They found that most of the buildings were insured but not all of the equipment in the lift stations, pump houses, and waste water treatment plants. The property needs to be insured at 90% of its appraised value in order for the insurance company to pay at replacement cost, should the property ever be destroyed.
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the payment to SBS Insurance for the amended valuations in the amount of $7,578.00. Motion carried. 3 ayes.
7. Consider approval of jail property rezone. 

The Planning Commission has recommended approval of the rezone of the property on the south side of the 700 block of Utah Street where the new jail will be built from R-3 to B-3. No protests were filed within the 14-day period.

Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the rezone of the jail property on the south side of the 700 block of Utah Street from R-3 to B-3. Motion carried. 
8. Consider approval of priority list for submission for Department of Commerce Marketing Events. 

The City of Hiawatha has received an invitation to participate in some of the marketing events conducted by the Department of Commerce that are scheduled from September 2009 to June 2010. These events allow communities to meet in a small group setting with Site Location Consultants from around the country in order to provide information about our community and learn what the consultants are looking for in terms of locations for their clients. 
These events range from $400 to $500 each not including travel and are located around the United States. In looking at these events and proposing the list to the HFED board, the top five events they would like to see representatives from Hiawatha or HFED attend include: Dallas, Chicago, Phoenix, Atlanta, and New Jersey.

These locations were selected for several reasons, including: price for the event, number of site location firms in attendance, and the actual location. In three of the five locations, it is believed that travel costs could be reduced as representatives could stay with friends or family at those locations. 

The City and HFED would not be committed to attend the events until approximately two months prior when the Department of Commerce sends out a notice and events are finalized.

There is the possibility that Hiawatha would not be able to attend some of the priority events as the events are assigned on a first come first serve basis and priorities must be submitted to the Department of Commerce by June 30, 2009.

Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to submit the priority list for the Department of Commerce marketing events including: Dallas, Chicago, Phoenix, Atlanta and New Jersey. Motion carried. 3 ayes.
9. Consider approval of request to cancel old outstanding checks.

K.S.A. 10-816 allows the city to cancel outstanding checks, not including payroll checks, after a period of two years from the date they were written. The City has a number of outstanding checks from two years ago or more. The City Clerk requested permission to cancel those outstanding check and put the funds back into the fund they were written out of. 
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to cancel the outstanding checks two years old and older and put the funds back into the accounts they were written out of. Motion carried. 3 ayes.

10. Lynne Ladner, City Administrator.

Administrator Ladner asked the Commission to set the dates and times to allow the shooting of fireworks at the City Lake. She suggested setting the time from sunset on July 3rd to midnight on July 5th. The Commission agreed to those times.
Administrator Ladner had asked City Attorney Don Cashman to attend the meeting to discuss the city’s liability in drainage issues.

Mr. Cashman presented a case involving a lawsuit regarding a drainage issue, Baldwin vs. the City of Overland Park.

The legal decision in that case was that the municipality is not liable to a property owner for an increased flow of surface water onto or over his property arising wholly from the changes in the character of surface produced by the building of streets, building of houses and the like in the regular course of expansion of a municipality. 

If the City has not changed the course of the natural flow of water, they are not liable. Mr. Cashman suggested that the City should have any drainage projects engineered. 
Mr. Cashman discussed with the Commission the possibility of creating a benefit district to fund drainage projects, and assessing the residents in the benefit district over a period of ten to fifteen years. If the project benefited the City as a whole, the City could pay a portion of it. A project such as this is usually initially funded by a general obligation bond.
As Mayor Gernon will not be in attendance at the meeting on July 6, a Budget Work Session was scheduled for Monday, July 13, at 7:00 p.m.

11. Mayor Crosby Gernon.
Mayor Gernon thought that they had done a wonderful job with the fireworks display on Saturday, June 27.
12. Com. William Collins.
Commissioner Collins noted that there were a lot of drainage problems around town during the rainstorm on June 24, and realized that is going to happen occasionally.

13. Com. Vicki Denton.
14. Com. Steffen Shamburg.
15. Com. John Sheeran.
16. Adjourn.
Commissioner Denton made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Collins, to adjourn. Motion carried. 3 ayes.
The meeting adjourned at 6:19 p.m.
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