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CITY OF HIAWATHA

CITY COMMISSION MINUTES
 
MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2009, at 5:35 P.M.

HIAWATHA CITY HALL

723 OREGON ST.
1. Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order

The Hiawatha City Commission met in regular session on Monday, April 6, 2009, at 5:35 p.m. at City Hall with Mayor Gernon, Commissioner Sheeran, Commissioner Denton and Commissioner Collins present. Commissioner Shamburg was absent.

2. Approval of the March 30, 2009, City Commission meeting minutes.

Commissioner Denton made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the minutes of the March 30, 2009, City Commission meeting. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

3. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of Appropriation Ordinance #1175 in the amount of $25,342.53.
b. Approval of Payroll Ordinance #2033 in the amount of $41,788.11.

c. Approval of payment to Kansas Municipal Insurance Trust for the additional premium for workers comp insurance for 2008 based on the payroll audit in the amount of $2,482.00 .
d. Approval of payment to Chemquest for the floor scrubber in the amount of $3,895.00.

e. Approval of Monthly Report of Municipal Judge for March 2009.

f. Approval of a Construction Contractor License for Retro-Tech, Inc. dba Dillon Company. 

Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, including the approval of: Appropriation Ordinance #1175 in the amount of $25, 342.53; Payroll Ordinance #2033 in the amount of $41,788.11; payment to Kansas Municipal Insurance Trust for balance of 2008 Workers Comp insurance in the amount of $2,482.00; payment to Chemquest for a floor scrubber in the amount of $3,895.00; Monthly Report of Municipal Judge for March 2009; and a Construction Contractor License for Retro-Tech dba Dillon Company. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

4. Presentation of petitions, public comments, memorials.
Old Business  
5. Discuss swimming pool opening and closing dates.

Administrator Ladner told the Commission that in 2008, the pool was open only on weekends after school started. Revenues during the period were $460.00 for admissions, $389.54 in concessions, and $20.50 in rental equipment, diapers, etc., for a total of $870.04. If the pool were to close when school started, August 18, there would be an estimated savings of $1,495.50 for chemicals for the 20 days, as well as from $3,682.00 to $3,721.00 in salaries for pool employees. 

In 2009 there would be three weekends after school starts before Labor Day weekend.

The pool normally opens on Memorial Day weekend. She proposed opening a week later this year, on June 1. 
It was also proposed to cut one employee from each day’s schedule. The proposed figures are with reduced workers.

The Commission decided to leave the dates as before, with the opening on Memorial Day weekend, and the closing on Labor Day weekend, and going with staffing changes.
New Business

6. Consider adoption of resolution setting the date for a hearing for an unsafe structure at 909 Iowa Street.

Malcolm Grier, Code Enforcement Officer, stated that the same problems had been visited about ten years ago, and the house has been vacant for a number of years. 
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adopt Resolution 2009-08, setting the date for a hearing for an unsafe structure at 909 Iowa Street on April 20, 2009. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

7. Consider approval of amendments for Zoning Regulations related to Portable on Demand Storage units.
Portable on Demand Storage Units (PODS) can be containers which are dropped at a house, filled and removed to storage or another location. They can also be a shipping container which has been taken off their wheels and can be dropped at a property and left there. The purpose of these regulations is to restrict where they can be placed permanently or temporarily. Temporary units can be placed in the front yard, but not for more than two weeks. The storage containers could be permanently placed in areas zoned for business or industrial, but they must meet all guidelines for accessory structures and have the wheels and axles removed. 
The Planning Commission has recommended changes to the zoning regulations to regulate the placement of these units within the City. There currently are no regulations for portable storage units. 
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve Ordinance No. 1019, an amendment for Zoning Regulations related to Portable on Demand Storage Units. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

8. Consider approval of amendments for Zoning Regulations related to fences.

As there were some discrepancies in the amendment as to the height of a fence in the front yard, Administrator Ladner asked to table the amendment for Zoning Regulations related to fences.

Mayor Gernon noted that the height of a fence allowed had been changed from eight feet to six feet, as well as requiring the fence to be back two feet from the sidewalk. Malcolm said that it was a safety issue for pedestrians. This would be effective for any new construction. Fences already in existence would be grandfathered in. The two feet from the sidewalk was a common guideline for other communities. There have been some incidents of a fence being a little too high, creating a line of sight issue. 

Further discussion of the amendment was tabled.

9. Consider approval of amendments for Zoning Regulations related to the sale of firearms.

Administrator Ladner asked to table this one also, stating that it had been brought to her attention that when it was redone by the City Attorney, the word retail was taken out of the amendment, which was not their intent. It had also been brought to her attention that 500 feet may not be an adequate distance for a gun retailer to be from a school. 

Commissioner Sheeran also noted that they should check into what federal and state statutes are already in place for this protection, so we don’t have to duplicate the regulations.

Further discussion of the amendment was tabled. 
10. Consider approval of amendments for Zoning Regulations related to violations /infractions of the Zoning Regulations.

The planning commission has recommended changes to the zoning regulations to bring the section of the zoning regulations that deals with violations to match the infraction language in the municipal code. 
The Commission asked to have a copy of the ordinance setting these changes to the zoning regulations to review before the next meeting. 

Further discussion of the amendment was tabled.
11. Consider approval of amendments for Zoning Regulations related to signs.

Administrator Ladner told the Commission that these amendments basically add pictures to make it more understandable. The amendment also addresses LED signs and electronic reader board signs. 
Further discussion of the amendment was tabled.
12. Lynne Ladner, City Administrator.
Administrator Ladner said that the City currently has some decorative bases from street lights on North Second Street, which were originally part of a pilot project and had been replaced with the post lantern lights. 
She said that Westar Energy will no longer maintain the decorative lights at the schools on Red Hawk Drive. The City could donate or sell 14 of them to the school to put along Red Hawk Drive. The installation of the lights would be a joint project.
Maple Heights Nursing Home would like to put up some decorative lights, from two to six of them. They are interested in buying some of those lights from the city. 
When purchased new in 1993, the cost of the bases was $298.00 each, the fixtures were $341.25 each and the lamps were $16.96 each. The cost of the poles was $42 each, for a total cost of $698.21 each. 
It was decided that the lights could be sold for $300 per light. 

Mayor Gernon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to use the old lights from North Second Street to put up along Red Hawk Drive to replace the Westar lights. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to offer for sale to Maple Heights and the public the remaining North Second Street lights at a cost of $300.00 each. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
The Commission agreed to a suggestion made by Administrator Ladner to do a Proclamation for Volunteer Week this year, instead of handing out awards. This has been done in other years.
Administrator Ladner had received letters from the Hiawatha High School chemistry classes. They had been given an assignment to come up with a solution concerning the nitrate issues in the City water supply in their own homes. The conclusion of most of the students was to add four teaspoons of distilled water to a cup of tap water; the nitrates would be diluted to below the 10 mg per liter required by KDHE. If you added eight teaspoons to a cup of water, it would drop it down to 8 mg per liter. Four thirds of a cup of water added to a gallon of tap water would drop it down to 8 mg per liter.
13. Mayor Crosby Gernon.

Mayor Gernon noted that it is time to do the evaluation for Administrator Ladner. He asked for the department heads to fill them out and either mail or hand deliver them to him. 
He noted that at Second and Oregon Street, the storm sewer was not draining. He asked to have Dennis Hartter, Street Superintendent, to check into the problem.

He also noted that at North Fourth Street, there were some drainage problems. Administrator Ladner said that she thought that the culvert had collapsed there. She was having Dennis look at it as well. 
14. Com. William Collins.
15. Com. Vicki Denton.
16. Com. Steffen Shamburg.
17. Com. John Sheeran.
18. Adjourn.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adjourn. Motion carried. 4 ayes. The meeting adjourned at 6:18 p.m.
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