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CITY OF HIAWATHA

CITY COMMISSION MINUTES
MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2009, at 5:35 P.M.

HIAWATHA CITY HALL

723 OREGON ST.
1. Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order.
The Hiawatha City Commission met in regular session on Monday, March 2, 2009, at 5:35 p.m. at City Hall with Commissioner Collins, Commissioner Denton, and Commissioner Sheeran present. Mayor Gernon and Commissioner Shamburg were absent. Commissioner Collins presided over the meeting. 

2. Approval of the February 17, 2009, City Commission meeting minutes.

Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the minutes of the February 17, 2009 City Commission meeting as presented. Motion carried. 3 ayes. 

3. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of Appropriation Ordinance #1172 in the amount of $17,957.97.
b. Approval of Payroll Ordinance #2030 in the amount of $36,588.78.

c. Approval of a payment to Salem Grain Co., Inc., for the annual rent on the warehouse at 10th & Miami St. in the amount of $1,700.
d. Approval of payment to Midwest Coating for roof installation at the Fire Storage Building in the amount of $13,393.88.

e. Approval of payment to State Treasurer for Bond 2002 in the amount of $3,162.50.

f. Approval of payment to State Treasurer for Bond 2003 in the amount of $1,715.00.

g. Approval of payment to State Treasurer for Bond 2005A, (Waste water), for $123,363.31 interest and $33,664.00 principal, for a total payment of $157,027.31.

h. Approval of payment to State Treasurer for Bond 2005B in the amount of $43,587.50.

i. Approval of payment to State Treasurer for Bond 2005C in the amount of $870.

j. Approval of payment to State Treasurer for Bond 2006 in the amount of $22,698.75.
k. Approval of payment to Lowenthal, Singleton, Webb and Wilson for $3,000.00 for progress billing on 2008 audit.
Commissioner Denton made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the Consent Agenda including: Appropriation Ordinance #1172 in the amount of $17,957.97; Payroll Ordinance #2030 in the amount of $36,588.78; payment to Salem Grain Co., Inc. in the amount of $1,700; payment to Midwest Coating in the amount of $13,393.88; payment to State Treasurer for Bond 2002 in the amount of $3,162.50, Bond 2003 in the amount of $1,715.00, Bond 2005A in the amount of $157,027.31, Bond 2005B in the amount of $43,587.50, Bond 2005C in the amount of $870.00, and Bond 2006 in the amount of $22,698.75; and payment to Lowenthal, Singleton, Webb and Wilson in the amount of $3,000. Motion carried. 3 ayes.

4. Presentation of petitions, public comments, memorials.
There were no petitions, public comments, or memorials.

Old Business  

There was no old business.

New Business

5. Make selection of cash rent bid for Heiniger addition farm.
The City received five bids, with the highest bidder being Miller Farms of Wathena, Kansas, at $184.00 per acre for the 2009-2010 farming season.
Commissioner Denton made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to accept the bid from Miller Farms of Wathena for $184 per acre for the 40 acres of land in the Heiniger addition. Motion carried. 3 ayes.

6. Consider purchase of new diving board for Aquatic Park.

Terry Smith, Recreation Director, told the commission that last summer the diving board had cracked and had to be removed. He had bids from three companies for a new board. WMS Aquatics offered the low bid of $2709.30 plus estimated freight of $179.89, for a total of $2,888.19. The money had been budgeted for this in the 2009 budget.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to accept the bid from WMS Aquatics for the purchase of a diving board for the Aquatic Center in the amount of $2709.30 plus $179.89 freight for a total of $2,888.19. Motion carried. 3 ayes. 

7. Consider continuing current Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance plan for plan year April 1, 2009 to March 31, 2010, at a lower rate.

Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance offered the same plan with a high deductible to the city as last year’s with a five per cent reduction in cost. 

Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to renew the Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance high deductible plan for the 2009-2010 plan year. Motion carried. 3 ayes.
8. Consider adoption of a resolution to annex property west of the city limits on Apache Street.
This Resolution sets a hearing for May 4, 2009, to annex the property directly east of Bruning Park in an attempt to square off the boundaries of the city. There are four parcels involved in this annexation. If adopted this resolution it will be Resolution 2009-04.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adopt Resolution 2009-04, setting the hearing for the annexation of four parcels of land directly east of Bruning Park. Motion carried. 3 ayes.
9. Consider approval of a Notice of Intent to Sell Real Estate for Park Purpose.

The property that the Commission has decided to sell is directly west of Bruning Park. According to the Kansas State Statute, in order to sell land which had been brought in for park purpose, the city would need to give the public a thirty day protest period. As it has not been determined if it had been brought in for park purposes or not, the City Attorney suggested it would be better to err in the side of caution and give the thirty day notice.

Terry Smith, Recreation Director, noted that the city should keep the area just north and west of the soccer field, to square off the park for future use. Administrator Ladner said that this area was not included in the parcel for sale.
Commissioner Denton made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the Notice of Intent to Sell the cropland west of Bruning Park. Motion carried. 3 ayes.
10. Approval of transfer from Fund 54 savings to Fund 54 checking in the amount of $60,000.00 to cover the bond payment.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the transfer of $60,000.00 from Fund 54 Savings to Fund 54 Checking. Motion carried. 3 ayes. 
11. Lynne Ladner, City Administrator.
The Stimulus Package projects for the Transportation Enhancement were due to the State by February 27.  Administrator Ladner submitted the Phase II of the Downtown Streetscape which includes the Courthouse Square, as well as the Phase I of the Bike/Walk Path for the stimulus funding, which would both be 100% funded if selected.
The Streets Transportation Projects are due March 13. All of Oregon Street and Miami Street east of 73 Highway would be eligible for this. 

The due dates for the water and sewer projects have not been announced yet.

12. Mayor Crosby Gernon.

13. Com. William Collins.
Commissioner Collins asked to have an Executive Session at the end of the meeting. 

14. Com. Vicki Denton.
Commissioner Denton asked about the dates set for spring cleanup. Administrator Ladner said that will be the first weekend in May as the city wide garage sales are set for the last weekend in April. 

Commissioner Denton would like to have seen an earlier date for spring cleanup. Administrator Ladner said that it also has to be a date when the trash service can be available.
15. Com. Steffen Shamburg.
16. Com. John Sheeran.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to go to Executive Session to discuss non-elected personnel and to include Administrator Ladner for a period of twenty minutes. Motion carried. 3 ayes. Executive Session began at 5:54 p.m.
Commissioner Denton made a motion at 6:14 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to return to open session. Motion carried. 3 ayes.
No further action was taken.

17. Adjourn.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adjourn. Motion carried. 3 ayes.

The meeting adjourned at 6:16 p.m.
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