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HIAWATHA CITY HALL

723 OREGON ST.
The Hiawatha City Commission met in regular session on Monday, March 16, 2009, at 5:35 p.m. at City Hall with Commissioner Denton, Commissioner Sheeran and Commissioner Collins present. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Commissioner Collins called the meeting to order.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the Consent Agenda including Appropriation Ordinance #1173 in the amount of $56,357.90; Payroll Ordinance #2031 in the amount of $41,069.25; Monthly Report of Municipal Judge for February 2009; Utility Billing Deposit refunds in the amount of $272.29; Plumbing License for Pyle General Contracting; and Electrical License for Riley Electric. Motion  carried. 3 ayes.
Commissioner Denton made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the minutes of the March 2, 2009, City Commission meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 3 ayes.

Ernest S. Iverson, on behalf of the Brown County American Legion Post, said that he had approached the Brown County Commission. They had approved the use of the courthouse square for the burning disposal of the unserviceable flags. They wanted to make this a county-wide disposal of all unserviceable flags. He had the support of all the Legion Posts in Brown County.

They plan to use a 55 gallon barrel. The flags would be soaked in kerosene and be burned on a rack to fall into the barrel. They would have a fireman standing by. They would like to do this on June 13 at 4:00 p.m. He requested permission from the City Commission to do the burn/disposal of the unserviceable flags.

Commissioner Sheeran noted that they should also discuss this with Fire Chief Gary Shear.

Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to allow the burning of the unserviceable flags in the courthouse square on June 13. Motion carried. 3 ayes.
Commissioner Denton made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to adjourn the meeting until 7:00 p.m. Motion carried. 2 ayes. 1 nay. Commissioner Collins voted nay. The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to resume the meeting. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
The meeting resumed at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Gernon, Commissioner Denton, Commissioner Sheeran, and Commissioner Shamburg. Commissioner Collins was not present for the resumed meeting.
There was no old business. 
Under new business, Don Caillouet, Layne Western Co., asked if the City would be willing to sign a maintenance agreement for water well maintenance with them again this year at the current cost of $2,230. He noted instances where their company had caught problems with the well pumps and the city was able to get them repaired before water service was interrupted. The cost of the maintenance with Layne Western Co. was a budgeted item in the 2009 budget.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the contract with Layne Western for water well maintenance. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
Administrator Ladner asked the Commission to approve a Drinking Establishment License for Rosey’s Cantina contingent upon them getting their State Drinking License. The license for Rosey’s Cantina will expire before the next commission meeting on March 30th, but the state license will not be here until March 27.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the license for Rosey’s Cantina, contingent up the State issuing their license. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
The Planning Commission had two meetings to discuss the approval of a conditional use permit to allow a dog kennel at property belonging to Linda Curless and her son Matthew Curless, located at 1000 South Seventh.

The Curless property was annexed in last year [January 2008]. The City Municipal Code allows residents to have up to three dogs, but the Curless’s have six. In order to keep the six dogs, they must have a kennel license. The Planning Commission had suggested issuing a conditional use permit to be renewed each year. No more than six dogs over six months of age may be kept there; puppies cannot be kept after six months of age; and only the six dogs that are registered at the time this goes into effect can remain there. As the dogs expire or are relocated, they cannot be replaced. When the number of dogs is down to three, they will no longer need the kennel permit. The conditional use permit must remain with Mr. Curless or his mother.
One neighbor had spoken at the first Planning Commission meeting against the kennel license. 

Mr. Curless stated that he understood the conditions for the permit. He said that the neighbor who had spoken against the kennel permit did not even live there. 

Mayor Gernon noted that the Curless’s had been sited to have their property cleaned up, but progress in this area had been slow. Malcolm Grier, Code Enforcement Officer, said that Mr. Curless had cleaned up some of the property, but had not finished cleaning up all of it. He will continue to monitor the situation. Mr. Curless hoped to have it completed by the middle of summer.
Mayor Gernon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to adopt the kennel permit with the conditions as outlined by the Planning Commission: no more than six dogs over six months of age, only dogs currently registered with the City of Hiawatha at the time this permit goes into effect are allowed to remain; as the dogs expire or no longer reside on this property they many not be replaced with other dogs; the conditional use permit will expire when the number of dogs living at this residence comes into compliance with limitations in the municipal code; the conditional permit is limited to Matthew or Linda Curless; the permit will expire in 180 days if the property is not in compliance with the city codes. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
The auditors have requested that the City approve a written Inventory Policy for the City of Hiawatha establishing having someone other than the department head check and update the inventory on an annual basis to be sure that none of the items have disappeared and to add any new items purchased during the past year. 
Commissioner Denton made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Shamburg, to adopt the Inventory Policy for the City of Hiawatha. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
Terry Smith, manager of the Fisher Center, has asked to purchase a 20” floor scrubber to clean all hard surface floors in the Fisher Center. Prices were presented from three different companies, with the sale price for the Clark Encore S20 from Chemquest being the lowest in the amount of $3,895. If this price is no longer available, the next lowest price was for the Minuteman 2GVP8 20” from Grainger. This scrubber would be used at least quarterly to pull all the wax off, and thoroughly clean the floors. It was budgeted for in the 2009 budget.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to purchase the Clark Encore S20 from Chemquest if it is still available at the price of $3,895 or the Minuteman 2GVP8 20” from Grainger for $3,960. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
A resolution to allow temporary alteration of zoning regulations pertaining to both private and public travel trailer parks which was passed when the first pipeline came through is expiring at the end of March. With the new pipeline to come through the area in the next few months, the resolution needs to be extended. The new resolution which would be Resolution 2009-05, would extend the temporary alteration of zoning until December 31, 2009.
Mayor Gernon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to adopt Resolution 2009-05, to extend the temporary alteration of zoning regulations pertaining to travel trailer parks until December 31, 2009. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
The auditors have submitted the Preliminary Draft of the 2008 Audit. The City Clerk has reviewed all items of the draft and has found only two insignificant differences when compared to the city financial statements. There were two journal entries made after the trial balance was submitted to the auditors, one to correct a tax distribution which had been rang up incorrectly in the amount of $105 and one to transfer the amount of the HEEF collections to the correct fund for December in the amount of $125. These amounts do not change the total amounts for the audit, and the auditor chooses not to redo the audit draft at this time to make those corrections since they are such small amounts. He will adjust the audit accordingly for the 2009 audit.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the Preliminary Draft of the 2008 Audit of Financial Statements. Motion carried. 4 ayes. 

This is the third year for the Quail Unlimited group to sponsor a shooting clinic at the airport, conducted by Kansas Fish & Game. It has always gone over well, and there is no reason to not continue allowing this. They will be required to obtain liability insurance for the event which is tentatively scheduled to take place March 28th.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Shamburg to authorize Quail Unlimited to sponsor a shooting clinic to be conducted by Kansas Fish and Game on a portion of the City’s airport property on March 28. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, signed into law by Congress, has set forth funds to be used for transportation enhancement. The Downtown Streetscape Phase 2 had been previously submitted for a grant but was not selected. This new grant would be a 100% grant. The City of Hiawatha has already made it through the first round of submissions for this. This Resolution of Support would be sent with the second round of grant application. The Resolution of Support from the county passed Monday morning for this project.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adopt Resolution 2009-06, a Resolution of Support declaring the eligibility of the City of Hiawatha to submit an application to the Kansas Department of Transportation for use of Transportation Enhancement Funds set forth by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 for the Downtown Streetscape Phase 2 and Courthouse Square project in the City of Hiawatha and authorizing the Mayor to sign the application. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
The street application went in last Friday; the streetscape and pathway applications are due Wednesday, March 18; the round of the state revolving loan has its public hearing at KDOT on March 23. Administrator Ladner plans to be there. The short line railroad application is due next Monday.  

The city had submitted the Pedestrian and Bicycle Path project several years ago for a CDBG grant but it was not selected. This project would be contingent upon being able to obtain a 20 foot right-of-way for the path. Hopefully this should not be a significant barrier. 
Mayor Gernon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to adopt Resolution 2009-07, a Resolution of Support declaring the eligibility of the City of Hiawatha to submit an application to the Kansas Department of Transportation for use of Transportation Enhancement Funds set forth by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 for the Pedestrian and Bicycle Path Project in the City of Hiawatha and authorizing the Mayor to sign the application. Motion carried. 4 ayes. 
Administrator Ladner asked the Commission to authorize her to submit a grant application and complete a feasibility study for the construction of a water treatment plant for the City of Hiawatha utilizing funds from the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

The City has been looking at a number of options for ways that we can grow. The City has five wells including three in the north well field and two in the south well field. The south field holds the senior water rights. Several wells in the south well fields had to be closed down due to high nitrate infiltration in the water. A water treatment facility would enable us to fully utilize all of our water rights in the south field. It would allow us to reduce the nitrates in the water. We currently fall under the allowed limit, but if the EPA lowers the requirements, which has been discussed, the city will have a difficult time meeting that in the future. The hardness situation could also be addressed with a water treatment plant. A water treatment plant will cost from five to seven million dollars. We could possibly get free federal money for that. 
The baseline has been submitted to the revolving loan fund, who will be administering the funds. Depending on where we fall on the priority list, we may or may not get funded.  

Mayor Gernon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Shamburg, to authorize the City Administrator to submit an application and complete a feasibility study for a water treatment plant. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
The Street Department needs to replenish their supply of sign posts for use throughout the city. Three bids were received, with the low bid from National Sign Company in the amount of $3,000 for 150 posts, but it is not sure if that included freight. The next lowest bid was for $3,277.50 including freight.
Mayor Gernon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Shamburg, to approve the purchase of 150 sign posts from National Sign at a cost of $3,000, contingent upon the freight being less than $277. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

Administrator Ladner said that the short line grant notice was just sent out on Friday and is due next Monday. She is working on that.

Commissioner Collins met with Hiawatha Township and the Fire Department last week. The township does understand that there is a need to help furnish the equipment necessary for the Fire Department. They discussed two options: they can levy up to a one mill tax or they could go to a fee for services. They had explained that if the truck broke they would temporarily not be able to provide them with service. The City of Hiawatha would not permanently withdraw service from the township.
Mayor Gernon was not in favor of a fee for service. 

The Kansas Rural Water Conference is next week. The city is sending four people. The two wastewater employees, who need recertification, and Administrator Ladner and Lynette Grier, Utility Clerk, will be attending. They will be checking out new software for hand held readers. The meter books need replaced and have been discontinued. The special order cost is $125 each. We currently use ten [actually 15] books. A hand held reader is approximately $400. As we are installing new meters, we are going to the new digital meters, and the hand held readers would eventually be used to read the digital meters. 
Administrator Ladner gave an FYI that the city has received site plans for the Frances Sewell Plamann History Center, if anyone wants to look them over.
Mayor Gernon thanked the Commission and visitors for working with the schedule change.

He asked for a brief Executive Session to discuss real estate for a period of 3 minutes.
Mayor Gernon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to go to an Executive Session and include Administrator Ladner for a period of three minutes to discuss real estate conclusion. Motion carried. 4 ayes. The Executive Session began at 7:42 p.m.

Mayor Gernon made a motion at 7:45 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Denton, to return to open session. Motion carried. 4 ayes. 
Mayor Gernon said that with the economy the way it is, it might be wise to have the Department Heads begin to think about worst case scenarios, cutting to 80% or even 50% contingency plans. 
Commissioner Shamburg agreed that preparing for the worst case scenario was not a bad idea.

Commissioner Sheeran agreed also, but wanted them to realize that it was just a plan.

Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adjourn. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

The meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.
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