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CITY OF HIAWATHA

CITY COMMISSION MINUTES 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2009, at 5:35 P.M.

HIAWATHA CITY HALL

723 OREGON ST.
1. Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order.
The Hiawatha City Commission met in regular session on Monday, October 5, 2009, at 5:35 p.m. at City Hall with Mayor Gernon, Commissioner Shamburg, Commissioner Collins, and Commissioner Sheeran present. Commissioner Denton and Administrator Ladner were absent. 

2. Approval of the September 21, 2009, City Commission meeting minutes.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the minutes of the September 21, 2009, City Commission meeting. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

3. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of Appropriation Ordinance #1189 in the amount of $19,043.53.
b. Approval of Payroll Ordinance #2046 in the amount of $35,433.41.

c. Approval of Utility Refunds in the amount of $212.63.

d. Approval of payment to PEC for professional services through 8/22/09 for the Water Treatment Plant Feasibility Study in the amount of $11,258.67.
e. Approval of payment to PEC for professional services through 7/25/09 for the water line relocation in the amount of $9,365.00, to be reimbursed by the Hiawatha Hospital.

f. Approval of payment to Data Technologies, Inc. for the 2010 Summit License and Support Fee in the amount of $6,033.60.
g. Approval of payment to Smith Audio Visual for the 50% down payment on the sound system for the new City Hall in the amount of $11,517.50.

h. Approval of payment to J. R. Korthanke for partial payment in the amount of $3,425.00 for materials to repair the property damage at Noble Park. (The reimbursement check has already been received from the insurance company.)
i. Approval of payment to American Ramp Company for prepayment of skate park ramps in the amount of $45,079.73.

j. Approval of payment to Westar Energy for monthly service in the amount of $16,535.98.

k. Approval of Construction Contractors Licenses for Campbell Roofing and for J. R. Korthanke.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the consent agenda including Appropriation Ordinance #1189 in the amount of $19,043.53; Payroll Ordinance #2046 in the amount of $35,433.41; Utility Refunds in the amount of $212.63; payment to PEC in the amount of $11,258.67; payment to PEC in the amount of $9,365.00; payment to Data Technologies, Inc., in the amount of $6,033.60; payment to Smith Audio Visual in the amount of $11,517.50; payment to J. R. Korthanke in the amount of $3,425.00 payment to American Ramp Company in the amount of $45,079.73; payment to Westar Energy in the amount of $16,535.98; and approval of Construction Contractors Licenses for Campbell Roofing and for J. R. Korthanke. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

4. Presentation of petitions, public comments, memorials.
Gina Speckhals spoke to the Commission concerning a letter she had received about her sewer line. It is joined to the sewer line for the trailer court next door. The letter from Dave Grimm, Sewer Superintendent, had informed her that she needed to have a new sewer line installed which would link her sewer directly to the sewer main without crossing someone else’s property. 

Dave said that the line had become blocked with tree roots recently and the city had to use the sewer jet to clean it out. This brought to light that the lines were connected, which according to municipal code, is not allowed. He said the incident is set to go to municipal court. 
Ms. Speckhals said that they could not afford to run a new line, and requested that the line be “grandfathered in.” She claimed that this had been the first time there had been any problem with the line, and that the owner of the neighboring property did not care if their lines were connected.

Dave told the Commission that the problem was that it was in violation of the municipal code, and that there had been problems in years past with the connected line, and that there would probably be problems in the future. The main reason for the sewer problems was the roots in the line, and not from being overloaded at this time. He estimated the cost to replace the line to be about $15 per foot for approximately 150 to 200 feet of sewer line. 

There was recently another instance in which a property owner was required to put in a new sewer line when the city was putting in a new sewer line because his former line crossed under another property and hooked into their line rather than the city line. 

Mayor Gernon asked to have the issue put on the next agenda, and requested that Dave put together some more information and draw up a description on what they are looking at. He wanted Administrator Ladner to discuss it with the City Attorney. 
Dave Grimm asked Ms. Speckhals for permission to go on to her property to get some measurements to come up with a better cost estimate. She gave her permission.
No further action was taken.

a. Proclamation from the Mount Zion Rustlers 4-H Club for National 4-H Week.

Mayor Gernon read and signed the Proclamation for National 4-H Week.

b. Proclamation for Mental Health Awareness Week.

Mayor Gernon read and signed the Proclamation for Mental Health Awareness Week.

Old Business  
5. Continue discussion related to the Asphalt Zipper. 
Dennis Hartter, Street Superintendent, had made some calls to other cities that owned the machine. All of the cities he had called indicated that they are very happy with the Asphalt Zipper, and felt that it did everything that the company said it would. One of the cities indicated that it took about 10 minutes to make a block long pass with a four foot machine.
The machine grinds up the street material. Then they use a machine, which we do not have, which churns it and mixes it with oil, Portland cement or fly ash, then they grade it and repack it onto the surface. It can then be sealed with chip and seal.  

One of the cities indicated that they had rigged up a spray system to water the drum so that the teeth didn’t wear out as fast. 

Dennis told the Commission that it takes two people to operate the machine—a loader operator and a machine operator.

He said that they basically have everything it requires to use the machine, including a small self propelled roller. He thought that they could do a whole street in several months. 
Commissioner Shamburg said it was better than what we are doing right now.

The Commission asked Dennis to go to a city where they are using one and observe. He agreed to do this. 
Commissioner Collins said that he would rather see the City budget their money for a project that would do 12 blocks at a time instead of one block. He would like to fund more money to the streets because they are not good. If this machine would do at least five blocks a year, and not just patch work, he would be for getting the machine.

The Commission will revisit the issue at the next meeting.

No further action was taken.

New Business

6. Executive Session for Attorney Client Privilege.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion at 5:56 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to go to Executive Session for Attorney Client Privilege for a period of 15 minutes, and to include Dave Grimm and Michael Schmitt, Acting City Attorney. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion at 6:11 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to return to open session. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
No action was taken.
7. Consider approval of Budget Amendments for Publication and set a date for the Public Hearing.

City Clerk Vivian Constable explained that the amendments did not affect the tax levy. More money than had been budgeted had been received from several line items, including sales tax, user tax, and fines and fees. The bulk of the amendments were to cover the payment of the temporary note which is due November 1, and to introduce the new storm water fund revenue and expenses to the 2009 budget. The City generally makes Budget Amendments at the end of every year.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the 2009 Budget Amendments for Publication and to set the date for the Public Hearing for October 19, 2009. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
8. Consider authorizing the Mayor to sign the agreement with Lowenthal, Webb & Odermann, P.A. to perform the 2009 Audit for a fee not to exceed $14,835, with a fee for a Single Audit, if required, not to exceed $2,000.
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Shamburg, to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement with Lowenthal, Webb & Odermann, P. A. to do the 2009 audit at fee a not to exceed $14,835, with the fee for a Single Audit, if required, not to exceed $2,000. Motion carried. 4 ayes.  

9. Consider bids for the sewer main installation in the 400 block of South 3rd Street.

Dave Grimm, Waste Water Superintendent, explained that there are two sewer lines that needed to be repaired. There had been a sewer backup in the 600 block of Kansas Ave. which was the fault of the City sewer system. The City’s crew had to clean up a basement, and buy a new hot water heater and a new washer and dryer for the resident. This is one of the sewer lines that need to be repaired. There is also another location in the 400 block of South Third Street that needs to be repaired. The chemical root-control method does not work in those areas because they are high flow areas and the product he puts in flows through too fast for the root control to work. 
He had solicited four bids, and put an ad in the newspaper twice, but received only one bid. The bid received was from Wagner Construction in the amount of $14,590 for the two projects. There is enough money in the sewer fund to fund this project. 

Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to authorize the sewer repairs and accept the bid from Wagner Construction in the amount of $7240 for the 400 block of South Third Street repairs and $7350 for the 600 block of Kansas Avenue repairs. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
10. Consider approval of a zoning variance for Vintage Park at 400 Kansas Avenue to erect a second sign.
Malcolm Grier told the Commission that Vintage Park has a sign facing Kansas Ave., and would like to replace the one on North Fourth Street. According to zoning regulations they are only allowed one sign, so they had requested a variance to put an additional sign out. The variance request had gone before the Board of Zoning Appeals, and had been approved.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to grant the variance for Vintage Park to erect a second sign. Motion carried. 4 ayes. 

11. Lynne Ladner, City Administrator.

12. Mayor Crosby Gernon.
Mayor Gernon asked the City Clerk to put on next week’s agenda to update the Commission concerning the grant for Streetscape Project II.
Laura Tollefson had informed him that the Skate Park project is moving right along.

He also asked to be put on next week’s agenda to have some feedback from the City Attorney on Fire Department issue.
13. Com. William Collins.
Commissioner Collins asked Malcolm Grier, Code Enforcement Officer, for an update on Bob Hodge’s request to put up a car port. Malcolm said that Mr. Hodge actually owns two properties. Malcolm said that Mr. Hodge could ask for a variance, because as it is, it would not conform to the setback. Otherwise, both properties would have to be sold as one property.
The Zoning Board has in the past made a stipulation for one resident that the carport was allowed as long as the same owner owned the residence. Otherwise it would need to be removed. 

14. Com. Vicki Denton.
15. Com. Steffen Shamburg.
16. Com. John Sheeran.
17. Adjourn.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Mayor Gernon, to adjourn. Motion carried. 4 ayes. The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
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