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CITY OF HIAWATHA

CITY COMMISSION MINUTES
MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2009, at 5:35 P.M.

HIAWATHA CITY HALL

723 OREGON ST.

1. Pledge of Allegiance/ Call to Order
The Hiawatha City Commission met in regular session on Monday, January 5, 2009, at 5:35 p.m., at city hall with Mayor Gernon, Commissioner Collins, Commissioner Denton, Commissioner Shamburg and Commissioner Sheeran present.

2. Approval of the December 29, 2008, City Commission meeting minutes.

Mayor Gernon noted two corrections. Under Item 7, change “the economic development fund” to the “industrial fund” and under Administrator Ladner’s comments, add the word “they” to the next to the last sentence on page 4.
Commissioner Denton made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the minutes of the December 29, 2008, City Commission meeting with the noted corrections. Motion carried. 4 ayes. 1 abstention. Commissioner Shamburg abstained.
3. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of 2008 Appropriation Ordinance #1168 in the amount of $5,694.91.
b. Approval of 2009 Payroll Ordinance #2026 in the amount of $39,026.17.

c. Approval of a 2008 Payment to Breathing Air Services, Inc. in the amount of $4,550.00, which has been reimbursed by a Homeland Security Grant.
d. Approval of a 2009 payment to Kansas Municipal Insurance Trust (KMIT) for 2009 deposit on Workers Comp insurance in the amount of $34,423.00.
e. Approval of a 2009 payment to DMS Agency, Inc. for 2009 airport liability insurance in the amount of $2,175.00.
f. Approval of Construction Contractor’s License renewal for Kevin Vice, Plumbing License renewal for Archdekin & Jones Plumbing, and a Tree Trimmer License renewal for Gamble Tree Service.  

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the Consent Agenda including: Appropriation Ordinance #1168 in the amount of $5,694.91; Payroll Ordinance #2026 in the amount of $39,026.17; payment to Breathing Air Services, Inc. in the amount of $4,550.00; payment to Kansas Municipal Insurance Trust (KMIT) in the amount of $34,423.00; payment to DMS Agency, Inc. in the amount of $2,175; and approve Construction Contractor’s License renewal for Kevin Vice, Plumbing License renewal for Archdekin & Jones Plumbing, and Tree Trimmer License renewal for Gamble Tree Service. Motion carried. 5 ayes.
4. Presentation of petitions, public comments, memorials.
There were no petitions, public comments or memorials.

Old Business 
5. Discuss possible funding for purchase of fire truck.
Administrator Ladner had gone through the 2009 budget to look for possible funding and had presented some figures to the Commission taking the cost directly out of city taxpayer funds.
The townships had been contacted to see if they would be able to provide additional funding, but they had not returned any calls to the fire department. If the townships did not want to help furnish equipment to service fires within the townships, the city taxpayers should not be responsible for providing up-to-date equipment for fires outside the city limits. It is not a safety issue, the old fire truck still works. It is 30  years old, and could be replaced, but is not the utmost requirement.
Mayor Gernon suggested that the city schedule a meeting with the townships so that the city can understand clearly what kind of support there would be from the townships. If they do not want to offer their support, the city could ask them if they want to operate their own fire department. Administrator Ladner will look into the options and try to get meetings scheduled.
New Business

6. Consider approval of the Kansas Gas Service Franchise Ordinance.

The Ordinance for the Kansas Gas Franchise included an increase in franchise tax of 1% from 4% to 5%. 

Margaret Steele, Kansas Gas Service, said it would create an increase of about $18,000 per  year revenue based on last year’s consumption. It is a 20-year ordinance which only opens every 5 years for an increase. Most cities in Kansas operate with the 5% franchise, which is the maximum allowed.
The Commission decided to keep the franchise amount at 4%.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to adopt Ordinance No. 1015, which would set the Kansas Gas Service Franchise Fee at 4%. Motion carried, 5 ayes.

7. Consider approval of a resolution waiving GAAP requirements as set forth in K.S.A. 75-1120a(a).

Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adopt Resolution 2009-01, waiving GAAP requirements as set forth in K.S.A. 75-1120a(a). Motion carried. 5 ayes.
8. Consider approval of a resolution designating Dave Grimm as the duly authorized signatory for the City of Hiawatha for all necessary documents pertaining to the Farm Service Agency Programs related to the cash rent properties owned by the City of Hiawatha for the year 2009.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adopt Resolution 2009-02, designating Dave Grimm as the duly authorized signatory for the City of Hiawatha for all necessary documents pertaining to the Farm Service Agency Programs related to the cash rent properties owned by the City of Hiawatha for the year 2009. Motion carried. 5 ayes.

Mayor Gernon noted that the city needs to anticipate the use of the Heiniger property. Administrator Ladner is in the process of getting that out to bid. He also noted that they needed to address the GPS Hemisphere proposal.

9. Consider approval of replacing the front door of city hall and making the inner door ADA compliant.

Administrator Ladner said that since construction has not started on the clock tower building, and it is not likely that city hall will be moving into it in 2009, she would like to have the front door to the current city hall fixed. She reported that the door blows open in the wind, and gets stuck on the concrete on the sidewalk. It is digging out the concrete. At the same time, we also need to make the inner door open with the outside one to be ADA compliant. As it is, someone in a wheel chair can open the outside door with the automatic opener, then is trapped in the entryway because the inner door does not open and cannot be opened manually with the wheelchair in the entryway. 

She had gotten a bid from Jim Hill’s in Falls City, Nebraska, for the repairs. The cost to install a new front door with an automatic opener (to open the opposite direction to avoid the wind problem) would cost $3,475. It would cost an additional $425.00 to relocate the existing door operator to the interior door.
There is money in the 2009 budget to make these repairs. This would make the building more valuable if we try to sell it. The Commission asked Administrator Ladner to get another bid if possible. 

No further action was taken.

10. Consider authorizing Administrator to take bids to provide new boundary certification for the City of Hiawatha.

State statute requires that the city submit annually a certification of the city’s boundaries. The city attorney advised that with the annexation that was completed in 2008, and due to the fact that a survey of the boundaries has not been completed in approximately ten years, it would be advisable for the city to commission a survey company to survey the city boundaries and provide us with new maps to file with the county clerk as part of the annual certification.
The County Clerk has advised the city that she needs to have a current one on file prior to March 31, in case of a mayoral primary election, otherwise we need one before the regular city election in April. 

Commission agreed to put it out to bid.

11. Lynne Ladner, City Administrator.
Administrator Ladner provided the Commission with copies of the engineering proposals which she had received. She had sent out RFP/RFQ’s to nine engineering firms, and had received five proposals and two letters from firms declining to bid. She said that Kaw Valley Engineering does not offer as many services as the others, so cannot be rated with the other four. Of the other four, based on proposed rates, she narrowed it down to two – PEC (Professional Engineering Consultants) and BG Consultants. They both have similar rate structures. The rate differences between the two are within $5 to $10 per hour. The other two firms are considerably more. 

The RFP/RFQ does permit us to interview the engineering firms. She asked the Commission if they would want to either call a special meeting or do interviews after the next meeting. The contracts would be three-year contracts, to be re-approved each year by the commission.

The Commission decided that they would conduct brief interviews after the meeting on January 20th. As the third Monday, January 19, is Martin Luther King Day, which is a city holiday, the meeting would be held on Tuesday, January 20. 

12. Mayor Crosby Gernon.

Mayor Gernon asked if the Planning Commission was continuing to proceed with annexation. Administrator Ladner said that they were.
13. Com. William Collins.
14. Com. Vicki Denton.
15. Com. Steffen Shamburg.
16. Com. John Sheeran.
17. Adjourn.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adjourn. Motion carried.  5 ayes. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:13 p.m.
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