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CITY OF HIAWATHA

CITY COMMISSION MINUTES
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2008 at 5:35 P.M.

HIAWATHA CITY HALL

723 OREGON ST.
1. Pledge of Allegiance/ Call to Order
The Hiawatha City Commission met in regular session on Monday, October 20, 2008, at 5:35 p.m. at City Hall with Mayor Gernon, Commissioner Collins, Commissioner Denton, Commissioner Sheeran and Commissioner Shamburg present.
2. Approval of the October 6, 2008, City Commission meeting minutes.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the minutes of the October 6, 2008, City Commission meeting. Motion carried. 5 ayes.

3. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of Appropriation Ordinance #1162 in the amount of $33,119.42.
b. Approval of Payroll Ordinance #2021 in the amount of $40,258.25.
c. Approval of Utility Refunds in the amount of $292.93.

d. Approval of payment to Conrad Fire Equipment for emergency equipment purchased with the 95% Fire Department Grant in the amount of $109,611.58. (Grant money has been received in the amount of $104,131.20.)
e. Approval of payment to Municipal Emergency Services for emergency equipment purchased with the 95% Fire Department Grant in the amount of $7,943.99. (Grant money has been received in the amount of $7,546.80.)
f. Approval of payment to Jim and Lana Reigle for the sidewalk grant for two frontage lots in the amount of $1,600.00 and reimbursement for wheel chair ramps in the amount of $700.00.

g. Approval of payment to the State Treasurer in the amount of $83,410.84 for payment on the Series D 2005 waste water bond. 

h. Consider approval of electrical licenses for Reed Electric and for Wilson Electric.

i. Consider approval of a retail cereal malt beverage license for Wal-Mart Supercenter #342.

Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the Consent Agenda including Appropriation Ordinance #1162 in the amount of $33,119.42; Payroll Ordinance #2021 in the amount of $40,258.25; Utility refunds in the amount of $292.93, payment to Conrad Fire Equipment in the amount of $109,611.58; payment to Municipal Emergency Services in the amount of $7,943.99; payment to Jim and Lana Reigle in the amount of $2,300; payment to the State Treasurer in the amount of $83,410.84; approval of electrical licenses for Reed Electric and Wilson Electric; and approval of a retail cereal malt beverage license for Wal-Mart Supercenter #342. Motion carried. 5 ayes. 
4. Presentation of petitions, public comments, memorials.
a. Janelle Dickinson with request for the annual Jingle Bell Ride.
Janelle Dickinson handed out brochures telling about the Jingle Bell Ride which will be held on November 16, 2008. She said that they are going to keep it the same as last year. She asked the Commission to close off the portion of Utah Street from the Post Office east to 8th Street and 7th Street between Oregon and Utah. She said they will again have “pooper scoopers” to follow the horses to clean up the streets.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to close off the streets as requested on November 16, 2008, for the annual Jingle Bell Ride. Motion carried. 5 ayes.
Old Business

5. Consider approval of ordinance to ban Rottweilers in the City of Hiawatha.
Mayor Gernon asked that the ordinance be amended to allow under Section 2-402(a) for Rottweilers that are licensed within six months after the date of the publication of the ordinance to be exempt from the ordinance. This ordinance will be numbered Ordinance #1008.

Mayor Gernon made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Shamburg, to approve Ordinance #1008, prohibiting Rottweilers within the City of Hiawatha, with the amendment that Rottweilers licensed within six months after the date of publication of the ordinance will be exempt from the ordinance. Motion carried. 5 ayes.

6. Executive session to discuss the acquisition of real estate.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to go into Executive Session for a period of twenty minutes to discuss the acquisition of real estate, and to include Administrator Ladner. Motion carried. 5 ayes. The Executive Session began at 5:48 p.m.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion at 6:08 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to return to open session. Motion carried. 5 ayes.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve Ordinance #1009, a Home Rule Ordinance authorizing the issuance of general obligation bonds to provide funds to acquire certain real property for economic development in the city. Motion carried. 5 ayes. 
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran to adopt Resolution 2008-12, authorizing the offering for sale of temporary notes, series 2008, of the City of Hiawatha. Motion carried. 5 ayes.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to authorize Administrator Ladner to proceed with the preparations to auction off farm ground located next to Bruning Park.

Motion carried. 5 ayes.
New Business

7. Consider approval of a sewer pump replacement bid for lift station #5.
Dave Grimm was unable to be here. The City had received two bids for the submersible pump for lift station #5. A rejection letter from the third company contacted was also received. The bid from HEMI was for $2,040.76 plus $30 for examining the pump and motor, which would be dropped if they were awarded the bid. The bid from JCI was for $1,894.00 plus freight. The pumps were basically the same. 
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Collins, to accept the bid from JCI in the amount of $1,894.00 plus freight. Motion failed. 1 aye. 4 nays. Casting the nay votes were Commissioner Shamburg, Commissioner Denton, Commissioner Sheeran, and Mayor Gernon.
After some discussion, Mayor Gernon suggested making their acceptance of the bid from JCI contingent upon the cost of the freight. If the freight does not exceed $100, or the difference between their bid and the bid from HEMI, the acceptance would stand.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to accept the bid from JCI as the low bid, contingent upon the cost of the freight being less than the difference between the two bids. Motion carried. 4 ayes. 1 nay. Commissioner Collins voted nay.
8. Consider approval of a journal entry to combine the two existing sewer fund accounts into one fund.
Several months ago the city clerk had discussed with the auditors about whether these two funds were actually all a part of one fund. The auditors had concluded that they were, since money had transferred back and forth a number of times between the two funds for transactions related to the new sewer plant. Also, the budget was currently being set up on the basis of the two funds being one for the sewer department. A journal entry needs to be made to combine these accounts to Fund 54.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to give the city clerk permission to combine Funds 45 and 54 into Fund 54. Motion carried. 5 ayes.
9. Consider accepting audit services for the 2008 audit from Lowenthal, Singleton, Webb and Wilson at a not-to-exceed cost of $14,350.
It is getting close to the end of the year, and it will soon be time to hold the required audit. Lowenthal, Singleton, Webb and Wilson, CPA’s, have done our audit services in the past and have agreed to do the 2008 audit at a cost not to exceed $14,300. Administrator Ladner had spoken with other city administrators, who had indicated that they pay considerably more for their audits than this.

Commissioner Collins noted that Lowenthal, Singleton, Webb, and Wilson had done a fine job in the past, and he wanted to continue using their services for the 2008 audit. 
Commissioner Shamburg questioned whether we have a double standard in accepting their price for the audit without putting the audit service out to bid, since the Commission has required everything else to be bid out. He agreed that they have done a good job for us in the past, and it appeared that they were giving us a good price. His point was that sometimes there is value in comfort and familiarity, and asked that the Commission think about that next time they insist on bidding out a product or service.
Commissioner Collins argued that he didn’t question these auditors because they understand the city and they have done a “super” job, and that it was a city policy to bid things out.

Commissioner Shamburg said that there had been other times that the commission had insisted on getting bids, when the city was comfortable and familiar with certain contractors. He said that this was no different, and he wanted the commission to think about that in the future when we have a company who had done work for us before and who has always done a good job for us. 
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to accept the auditing services for the 2008 audit from Lowenthal, Singleton, Webb and Wilson, at a not to exceed cost of $14,350. Motion carried. 4 ayes. 1 nay. Commissioner Collins voted nay.

10. Lynne Ladner, City Administrator.
Administrator Ladner noted that she and Commissioner Denton had attended a nuisance abatement workshop at the league conference. She gave out handouts to the commission. 

She told the commission that there will be regional suppers for the league, which provide a great opportunity to get to know the legislative policies. They are held once a year. The closest one is in Paola on Wednesday, November 19. She will be attending. It is at 6:00 p.m. and will be over by 7:30 p.m. It will be at the Evergreen Event Center in Paola. The next closet one is in Beloit on November 6, which is a Thursday evening.
11. Mayor Crosby Gernon.
Mayor Gernon noted that they need to revisit with the City Attorney regarding Brown County Rural Water District #2. The problem is expanding. He asked to have someone from the city attorney’s office here at the next meeting.

He also said that he had asked Administrator Ladner to draft a letter to the Brown County Commissioners in support of a new jail, and asked the commission to sign it if they felt comfortable with it.

He reminded the commission that there will be a work session after the meeting on November 17 on the comprehensive plan.
He asked Administrator Ladner to get proposals from several engineers to select a city engineer. 
12. Com. William Collins.
13. Com. Vicki Denton.
Commissioner Denton said that the nuisance abatement workshop at the conference was very interesting. She said that Hiawatha was very fortunate in having citizens who care about their property.
She presented a photo and autograph from Bill Self to Mayor Gernon.
14. Com. Steffen Shamburg.
Commissioner Shamburg asked if they were progressing with the burn pile. Administrator Ladner said that they were continuing to burn and were making a dent in it.
15. Com. John Sheeran.
Mayor Gernon asked if things were progressing with the pit bull issue. Commissioner Sheeran asked if the test had been completed yet on the dog. Administrator Ladner said that she did not believe it had been completed yet.
16. Adjourn.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adjourn. Motion carried. 5 ayes. Meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
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