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CITY OF HIAWATHA

CITY COMMISSION MINUTES
MONDAY. JUNE 30, 2008 at 5:35 P.M.

HIAWATHA CITY HALL

723 OREGON ST.

1. Pledge of Allegiance/ Call to Order
The Hiawatha City Commission met in regular session on Monday, June 30, 2008, at 5:35 p.m. at City Hall with Mayor Gernon, Commissioner Sheeran, Commissioner Denton, Commissioner Collins and Commissioner Shamburg present.
2. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of the June 16, 2008, City Commission meeting minutes.

b. Approval of Appropriation Ordinance #1153 in the amount of $18,120.04.
c. Approval of Payroll Ordinance #2013 in the amount of $____________.

d. Approval of Utility Refunds in the amount of $781.51.

e. Approval of payment to Union Pacific Railroad Company for annual rent of storage building in the amount of $1,767.94.
f. Approval of payment to Athco, LLC, for playground mulch in the amount of $25,175.00, to be partially reimbursed by KDHE grant.

g. Approval of Construction Contractor’s License for Circle J Insulation and Do-Right Remodeling.
h. Approval of License for Little Banker Pawn Shop.
Administrator Ladner asked to remove item “c”, payroll ordinance, as payroll had not been completed.

Commissioner Collins asked if the storage building in item “e” was the Twombly building, and said that it was a “pretty rough looking building.” Mayor Gernon asked Code Enforcement Officer Malcolm Grier to look into it and make sure it was up to code.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the Consent Agenda excluding Item “c” and including approval of the City Commission minutes from June 16, 2008, approval of appropriation ordinance #1153 in the amount of $18,120.04, approval of utility refunds in the amount of $781.51, approval of payment to Union Pacific Railroad Company for annual rent of a storage building in the amount of $1767.94, approval of payment to Athco, LLC, for playground mulch in the amount of $25,175.00, approval of Construction Contractor Licenses to Circle J Insulation and Do-Right Remodeling, and approval of a license for Little Banker Pawn Shop. Motion carried. 5 ayes.
3. Presentation of petitions, public comments, memorials.
a. Beth Spicer and Hiawatha Chamber of Commerce Committee concerning Window Painting.
Beth Spicer introduced Libby Troxel to the Commission. She said that she would like to re-introduce window painting in the downtown businesses for special events. She asked the Commission for permission to use the city water hydrants for cleaning the windows afterwards. She proposed that an adult would make arrangements to have the hydrants turned on. She would try to organize that all the windows would get washed the same day. Beth read a letter from Sheila Schwalm with Heartland Realty, who indicated her support of community involvement and asked for the use of the city water hydrants.
The Commission agreed that this could be done.

b. Skate park group to discuss building a skate park.

Laura Tollefson, Police Sergeant with the Hiawatha Police Department and a member of the newly formed Skate Park Task Force,  asked the Commission to consider expanding Starr Park to include a skate park which could be used by not only skate boarders, but in line skaters and BMX and trick bikers. She gave the Commission a copy of some skate park designs and explained that there are two types of parks, one an above-ground prefabricated metal, and the other one is an in-ground one made of concrete. She said that these parks could cost anywhere from $20,000 to $200,000. 

She said that as a police officer she continually sees youth needing a safe place to go and have fun. She said that they continually receive complaints about the kids skating in parking lots, on sidewalks, churches, city streets. She always has to tell them they can’t skate there but doesn’t know where to tell them that they can skate. We have built soccer fields, ball fields and a swimming pool, but no place for the skaters to go and have fun and be safe.

She said that the Skate Park Task Force is made up of a diverse group of people who are willing to work together to design the park, help raise the funds to build it and maintain it.
Dan Simpson, another member of the task force,  said that he had tried 18 years ago to get a skate park put in Hiawatha, and couldn’t get it accomplished. He said that a lot had changed since then. A lot of other communities are putting in skate parks. It is and has for a long time been a popular sport. He said that they need a center that these kids can go to skate without getting run off. He said that the supporters of the skate park are doing research on this and are getting together a lot of ideas. He asked the Commission to give this some serious thought.
Brendon Bock said that they were tired of getting in trouble for skating on the sidewalks, parking lots, churches and businesses, but they have nowhere else to skate.
Drake Woehlecke said that they currently have to go to Falls City or Sabetha to skate in a skate park, but they can’t get anyone to take them there because of the high gas prices and because the parents are all working.
Nathan Simpson said that it would be a lot safer to skate at a designed park than on the streets. He said it would help to keep them out of trouble when they get bored.

Lorenzo Mendez said that it would be a lot more than a skate park, because it would be somewhere that their families could go to have a picnic and watch them skate.
Jeff Costa said that a lot of kids like to skate and need a place to go. 
Jim Reigle, Hiawatha Ambulance Service, said that he had talked to some contractors who had said that they would be willing to help build the skate park. He said that there had been a lot of support for these kids. He said that Laura had really been the one who had started this and had gone around to talk to a lot of people to get this going. He said that they had talked about keeping the basketball court, and about making this a family affair to have a place that the whole family could go to.
Mayor Gernon asked Laura if she had any idea what her budget would have to be. 

Laura said that they have had three meetings since forming the task force. They have checked with several different companies and looked on line at skate parks. She said that parks are from $20,000 up. She said that they were not asking for a fancy high-dollar park. They just want something that will work for different levels of skating. The starting figure was estimated at $50,000 not including concrete, lighting, bleachers, fencing.

Mayor Gernon asked if the Kiwanis had any other funds available. Laura said that they had picked up a grant application from them as well as from other places who offer grants. They will turn them in after they decide on a design, and were waiting to turn them in until they can get permission from the city.

Commissioner Collins said that it was a great idea. He would like to see the kids have a skate park. He asked if the exposure and liability would be any worse than that for the city pool.
Administrator Ladner said that according to what she had found out from other cities that had a skate park, the city would need to post safety equipment suggestions, said that it was viewed similarly to a playground and insurance rates had not been significantly impacted.

Mayor Gernon told the group that the skaters would have to take care of it, keep it clean and keep it from being vandalized. 

Laura said that they would have to address concerns as they arose. She said that in other cities the kids have been good at policing it themselves because they do not want to lose it. 

Jim Reigle said that the roadblock they ran into years ago was the liability issue, that there had been some private individuals who had been willing to allow skating in their parking lots, but the insurance issues stopped it from happening.
Mayor Gernon said that other communities were doing it and that Hiawatha should have no more issues than other communities.

Administrator Ladner said that they need a formal commitment from the commission to allow them to proceed in working towards putting a skate park in Hiawatha. Starr Park seemed to be a logical place. She said that with a formal commitment, the group could then begin to formalize the planning and begin fundraising.
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Shamburg, to approve the initial plan for a skate park [to be located] tentatively at Starr Park to allow pursuit of the plans and fundraisers, etc. Motion carried. 5 ayes.
4. Public hearing concerning condemnation of property at 1105 Oregon.
Administrator Ladner said that on the advice of the City Attorney, they need to remove this from the agenda. Because there is a Federal lien on the property, it is required that we need to do two notices instead of just the one that we normally do.
Old Business

New Business

5. Consider approval of a resolution setting a hearing for the annexation of additional properties on the east side of South Seventh Street and the south side of Lodge Road.

This is the third round of annexation on this area, which will even out the city limits all the way to Lodge Road. This resolution sets the Public Hearing for Tuesday, September 2, which is the day after the Labor Day holiday.

Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve Resolution 2008-6, [setting the Public Hearing for Tuesday, September 2, 2008, for the annexation of properties on South Seventh Street and on Lodge Road.] Motion carried. 5 ayes.
6. Executive session to discuss non-elected personnel.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to go to executive session at 6:06 p.m. for a period of fifteen minutes to discuss non-elected personnel and to include Administrator Ladner. Motion carried. 5 ayes.

Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Shamburg, to extend the executive session for ten minutes until 6:32 p.m. Motion carried. 5 ayes.

Commissioner Sheeran made a motion at 6:33 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Shamburg, to return to open session. Motion carried. 5 ayes.
7. Lynne Ladner, City Administrator.
Administrator Ladner said that she had attended the League of Kansas Municipalities Energy Summit last week, where she had spoken to the Lt. Governor about the economic development we are doing with SPECO. 

She was continuing to work with KDHE concerning burning the brush pile. They would prefer that we use an air curtain if we are going to burn it. They provided her with phone numbers for businesses that rent air curtain destructors. She had attempted to contact someone in Lawrence about renting a portable one. It will take several weeks to burn it with the air curtain, but there would be less resistance from residents. She said that they had approached KDHE about offering to relocate residents who live within one-half to three-quarters of a mile proximity during the time we are burning. KDHE would still like to see us put the brush in smaller piles. One resident they had spoken to about relocating them during the burning process had told them they were not interested in doing that, they were only interested in the City not burning the pile at all. 
The City will not be doing the chip and seal project this summer because they have been unable to obtain the rock needed for the project. She said that she was looking at reallocating funds to other street maintenance projects. She also would like to eliminate doing any curb and gutter projects this year. 
Administrator Ladner said that Choctaw Street is in bad condition and is dangerous to drive on. Heavy rain runoff comes down Choctaw Street from other streets in the area and has washed out the street in some places. She read a letter from James Ewing, who had written concerning the poor condition of Choctaw Street. 

She said that they need to lay a coat of hot asphalt to get the street back in usable condition. She suggested that as a long-term prospective the Commission needs to look at major street overhaul for the entire community.
8. Mayor Crosby Gernon.
Mayor Gernon said that he wanted to be sure that the Planning Commission was anticipating the next annexation. Administrator Ladner assured him that they were.
He said that they need to get an update from the City Attorney on Brown Co. Rural Water District II.

He said that they need to get more direction on the pile of brush. They need to decide what they are going to do out there, and what the actual costs would be. Administrator Ladner said that even if they have to break the pile down into smaller piles, and burn it slowly with or without the air curtain, burning will be much cheaper than any other option. She said that the only question with her was whether to burn it like they always had or rent the air curtain. She said that FEMA might be able to help with the rental of an air curtain destructor. Burning it will take a lot longer with the air curtain because the debris has to go into a pit that is of a specific size that the air curtain will fit over.
Commissioner Collins said that he wasn’t interested in spending $75,000 of the city’s money to grind the debris. We have other major issues to spend the money on. He said that we have the actual permits to burn it. 

Administrator Ladner suggested we just need to make a decision on a date, depending on weather, and announce it and just start burning. She said that she will authorize the man hours to have someone on site all the time while it is burning.
Mayor Gernon said that he was not interested in grinding it at a cost of $75,000 to the City.

Commissioner Sheeran asked to check on the cost of air curtain rental.

The Commission would like to review it during next Monday’s meeting.

9. Com. William Collins.
Commissioner Collins said that there is still some brush to be picked up. Administrator Ladner said that Gudenkauf is to be in sometime this week with a truck. They had a concern with catching the above lines with their truck on some alley pickups. Dennis will take the uniloader over and move the brush to where they can get it.
10. Com. Vicki Denton.
11. Com. Steffen Shamburg.
12. Com. John Sheeran.
13. Adjourn.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adjourn. Motion carried. 5 ayes. Meeting adjourned at 6:47 p.m.
14. Budget Work Session.
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