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CITY OF HIAWATHA

CITY COMMISSION MINUTES
MONDAY. JUNE 2, 2008 at 5:35 P.M.

HIAWATHA CITY HALL

723 OREGON ST.

1. Pledge of Allegiance/ Call to Order
The Hiawatha City Commission met in regular session on Monday, June 2, 2008, at 5:35 p.m. at City Hall with Commissioner Collins, Commissioner Denton, Commissioner Sheeran, and Commissioner Shamburg. Mayor Gernon and Administrator Ladner were absent. Commissioner Collins presided over the meeting.

2. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of the May 19, 2008, City Commission meeting minutes.

b. Approval of Appropriation Ordinance #1151 in the amount of $22,093.60.
c. Approval of Payroll Ordinance #2011 in the amount of $43,164.63.

d. Approval of Utility Refunds in the amount of $84.29.

e. Approval of payment to Hiawatha Ministerial Alliance in the amount of $107.77 for 2007 interest distribution for the memorial accounts.
f. Approval of payment to the State Treasurer for interest in the amount of $25,003.75 and principal in the amount of $70,000.00, for payment on the 2006 series B bond for the Post Lantern Streetlight project.

g. Approval of payment to the Hia. Youth Soccer Association for Spring 2008 Referees in the amount of $1,572.00.

h. Approve payment of donations received for the scoreboard at Noble Park in the amount of $892.00 to American Legion Baseball towards payment of the scoreboard. 

i. Approve payment to R & R Sales & Service for partial repairs to the announcer’s booth at Noble Park from damages made by lightning strike in the amount of $1,081.25.

j. Approve final retainage payment to Torgeson Electric for Post Lantern Project in the amount of $15,000.00.

k. Approval of Tree Trimmer License for Ernest Coleman dba Completely Treed.
l. Approval of Construction Contractor License for Don Erbert Construction, LLC.

Commissioner Collins asked if Noble Park had the funding for the repairs to the announcer’s booth at Noble Park. City Clerk Vivian Constable said that it was a part of the city budget for parks and recreation, not a separate budget. 
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
3. Presentation of petitions, public comments, memorials.
There were no petitions, public comments, or memorials.

4. Public Hearing on annexation of properties on South Seventh Street.
Commissioner Collins opened the public hearing at 5:40 p.m. There were no questions or comments. He closed the public hearing at 5:41 p.m.

5. Jim Bush update on Clock Tower Building.
Mr. Bush was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. His presentation has been rescheduled until June 16, 2008.

6. Jerry Gifford request for Summer Fest Street Closure.
Mr. Gifford approached the Commission and thanked them for their support in the past. He requested closure of Sixth Street at Sixth and Oregon south to the alley past Utah Street, and to the north to the alley behind Home Town Furniture; the closure of Seventh Street at Seventh and Oregon south to Utah Street; and west on Utah Street from the east side of the intersection at Sixth Street to the east side of the Post Office. He asked for this closure to be made on June 28, 2008, from 7:00 a.m. to approximately 4:00 p.m.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Collins, to close the streets for Summer Fest from 7:00 a.m. to approximately 4:00 p.m. on June 28 as requested. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

Old Business

7. Approval of low bidder for fireworks display on June 28.

Two bids were received for the fireworks display. The bid from Sanderson Pyrotechnics was for $4822.20. The low bid was from Viking Pyrotechnics in the amount of $4750.00. Copies of insurance were received from both bidders.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to accept the low bid of $4750 from Viking Pyrotechnics to provide the fireworks display on June 28. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

New Business

8. Dave Grimm, Waste Water Superintendent, asked for approval from the Commission for a verbal agreement for an easement to cross city property to Carol Voigts, who lives in the first house west of the Fisher Community Center, to enable her to put in a new sewer system. She is currently without a sewer system. If the Commission will give their verbal agreement, she will then have an attorney draw up the paperwork for a written easement at her expense. 

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to give their verbal agreement to Carol Voigts for an easement to cross city property to install a new sewer system, with the understanding that she will provide a written easement for the Commission to sign at a later date. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
9. Consider approval of Ordinance annexing an area on South Seventh Street.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adopt Ordinance 998, annexing certain properties on south Seventh Street into the City of Hiawatha. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
10. Lori Sohn, second request for Cereal Malt License for LoriLou’s BBQ.
Lori Sohn approached the Commission to revisit the variance waiver concerning a cereal malt beverage license. Her original request had been denied because the distance rule was 60 feet short of the required 200 feet distance from the school tennis courts. She said that customers continually ask for a beer to go with their meal. She produced a list of 858 names of people who had signed a petition requesting that the City waive the distance waiver and allow her to obtain a cereal malt license.

Lori said that she would give a copy of the petition to Vivian Constable, City Clerk.

John Severin, USD 415 Superintendent, said that the Board of Education had not changed their opinion from their original decision. He said that their decision had nothing to do with LoriLou’s BBQ itself, that it was a fine establishment. They had asked that the 200 foot requirement be upheld. 
Mr. Severin also asked for a copy of the petition.

Commissioner Collins asked that it be put back on the agenda for June 16.

11. Approve transfer of $15,000.00 from Fund 48 Post Lantern Savings to Fund 48 Post Lantern Checking to cover payment to Torgeson Electric.

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the transfer of $15,000 from Fund 48 Post Lantern Savings to Fund 48 Checking. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
12. Consider approval of preliminary draft of the 2007 Audit.
City Clerk Vivian Constable stated that she and Administrator Ladner had looked over the preliminary draft of the 2007 Audit, and that everything appeared to be in order. 

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the preliminary draft of the 2007 Audit. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
13. Appointments for positions on the Planning Commission.

Commissioner Collins asked that the following people be appointed to the Planning Commission: Donna Thonen, Jere Bruning, Dean Bailey, Denise Wolney, Kay Schmille, and Kim Lillie.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to appoint Donna Thonen, Jere Bruning, Dean Bailey, Denise Wolney, Kay Schmille, and Kim Lillie to the Planning Commission for a 3-year term expiring May 31, 2011. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

14. Appointments for positions on the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Commissioner Collins said that due to a misunderstanding, Helen Sourk had not submitted a letter requesting reappointment, and had verbally requested to be reappointed. 

Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Shamburg, to appoint Helen Sourk, Jeff Grimm, Andrew Delaney, and Darrel Haeffele to the Board of Zoning Appeals for a 3-year term expiring May 31, 2011. Motion carried. 4 ayes.

15. Discuss setting times and dates for fireworks use at the Hiawatha City Lake.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to designate the times and dates to allow for the shooting of fireworks at the Hiawatha City Lake from 5:00 p.m. on July 3rd until 12:00 a.m. on July 5th. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
16. Discuss repainting the Indian on the west water tower.
Questions had arisen concerning whether the Native American Indian was originally painted on the tower as the school mascot, which was an Indian at that time, or whether it was painted on there for City heritage purposes.
Commissioner Collins pointed out that the Indian was originally painted on the water tower because of the City’s Indian name “Hiawatha,” and had nothing to do with the school mascot. Therefore, he felt that the Indian should be repainted on the west water tower.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to repaint the Native American Indian on the west water tower. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
17. Discuss Water Tower telemetry system.

Rick Koenig, Water Superintendent, said that we currently have a monitor system on the south tower, but not on the west one. He explained the necessity of having a monitor system on the west tank. He said that it also was a safety feature in case of a large usage of water such as fighting a fire or a break in a major transmission line, especially during the nighttime hours when personnel would not be on hand to manually monitor the water levels and turn the pumps on. The telemetry system would allow the water department to monitor by computer the water levels in both towers to maintain pressure in the water system. 
He explained that the reason for not bidding the purchase out was that it was an add-on to the current system which had been purchased from Haug Communications. As they are the only company in the area that carries the system that we currently have in place, it needs to be purchased from them as well so as to work with the current system. 

Commissioner Collins asked if there was money in the budget. Rick said that there was.

Commissioner Denton made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the purchase and installation of a telemetry system for the west water tower. Motion carried. 4 ayes.
18. Lynne Ladner, City Administrator.
19. Mayor Crosby Gernon.

20. Com. William Collins.
Commissioner Collins requested an update on tree limb removal. City Clerk Vivian Constable noted that she had spoken with Mr. Gudenkauf on Saturday, May 31, and was informed that they were done with the main part of town and were now working on debris removal in the alleys. He had said that the crew was planning to work on Sunday and hoped to be able to finish in the next day or two.
Commissioner Collins asked for an update on the pothole repairs. City Clerk Vivian Constable said that she knew they were working on them but didn’t have information as to what had been done and what was still left to do.

21. Com. Vicki Denton.
22. Com. Steffen Shamburg.
Commissioner Shamburg welcomed our State Representative Steve Lukert, who was present. Representative Lukert said that he was here to see if anyone had any questions. He said that they were officially finished for this session. He briefly discussed the energy issue with the coal fired plant which had not passed.
23. Com. John Sheeran.
24. Adjourn.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adjourn. Motion carried. 4 ayes. Meeting adjourned at 6:29 p.m.
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