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HIAWATHA CITY HALL

723 OREGON ST.

1. Pledge of Allegiance/ Call to Order
The Hiawatha City Commission met in regular session on Monday, January 7, 2008, at 5:35 p.m. at City Hall with Mayor Gernon, Commissioner Shamburg, Commissioner Denton, Commissioner Collins and Commissioner Sheeran present.
2. Approval of the December 31, 2007, City Commission meeting minutes.
Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the City Commission minutes of December 31, 2007. Motion carried. 4 ayes. 1 Abstention. Mayor Gernon abstained.
3. CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of Appropriation Ordinance #1139 in the amount of $16,205.57.
b. Approval of Payroll Appropriation #2000 in the amount of $39,940.98.

c. Approval of payment to BG Consultants for October construction observation on the Post Lantern Streetlight Project in the amount of $2476.50.

d. Approval of payment to KMIT for Workers Comp Premium for 2008 in the amount of $32,732.

e. Approval of Municipal Judge Report for December 2007.

f. Approval of renewal of Contractor Licenses (5), Plumber Licenses (1), and Tree Trimmer License (1). 

Commissioner Shamburg made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Motion carried. 5 ayes.

4. Presentation of petitions, public comments, memorials.
There were no petitions, public comments, or memorials.

Old Business
5. Correct erroneous appointment to Board of Zoning Appeals.
Administrator Ladner explained due to erroneous information, Thurman Miller was assumed to be living within the three-mile limit of the City of Hiawatha and had been appointed to the BZA Board at the last meeting. However, upon investigation, it was discovered that he lives outside the 3-mile limit, and therefore cannot serve on the Board. Robert Herlinger was the third candidate and lives in the City of Hiawatha. He is still willing to serve on the Board.
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to appoint Robert Herlinger to the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Mayor Gernon asked if we needed to rescind the appointment of Thurman Miller.

Commissioner Collins amended the motion, seconded by Commissioner Sheeran, to rescind the appointment of Thurman Miller, and to appoint Robert Herlinger, to the Board of Zoning Appeals. Motion carried. 5 ayes.
New Business
6. Evans Woehlecke to address Commission concerning holiday pay for police officers.
Police Chief Woehlecke addressed the Commission and explained that up until the Thanksgiving Holiday, the police officers had been paid holiday pay plus pay for that day if worked. He said that this had been addressed in the past, and had never been a problem for the officers to receive their holiday pay as well as the pay for the day if worked. 

He said that the City Policy states that employees are to receive holiday pay for ten holidays, including Thanksgiving and the day after. He said that the officers had notified them that some officers had received holiday pay and some had not for the Thanksgiving two-day holiday. He said that that the hours turned in on their time cards did not match the hours paid to them. 

The City Employee Policy stated that employees working the holiday could choose between an alternate day off or receive time and one-half for the holiday worked. His interpretation of that part of the policy was that the employee would receive both pay for the holiday plus pay at time and one-half for the holiday worked. 
Administrator Ladner explained that they could not receive both holiday pay and get paid for the holiday worked. 
Commissioner Collins agreed that the wording of the personnel policy needed clarification.
Mayor Gernon asked to set up a work session after the meeting on January 21 to discuss the policy.

7. Lynne Ladner, City Administrator.
Administrator Ladner said that the City auditing firm, Lowenthal, Singleton, Webb and Wilson, had sent an agreement which the Mayor needs to sign and return before they can do the 2007 audit. She needs approval from the Commission to move forward with the City audit for a cost of $13,950.00 from Lowenthal, Singleton, Webb and Wilson. 
Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to approve the agreement with Lowenthal, Singleton, Webb and Wilson, to do the 2007 audit at a cost of $13,950.00. Motion carried. 5 ayes.
She announced that there will be a damage assessment meeting with FEMA on Tuesday, January 8, at 10:00 a.m. at the Fisher Center. She plans to attend and should be able to find out if the City will be able to apply for federal assistance for the ice storm damage and cleanup.
The next city commission meeting is scheduled for January 21. It is Martin Luther King Day, which is a City holiday, but it has been published that there is a hearing on annexation scheduled that night. To change the date of the hearing at this point would put the annexation another 60 days out, which she did not want to do. The Commission agreed to go ahead and meet January 21.
8. Mayor Crosby Gernon.
Mayor Gernon recognized Representative Steve Lukert who was in the audience and asked him if he needed to speak this evening. Representative Lukert told the Commission to let him know if anything is needed.

Mayor Gernon noted that KU had won the Orange Bowl this year.

He mentioned the Commission about the sidewalk in front of the H & H building pulling apart, and said that he did not want the problem to be forgotten. Administrator Ladner noted that there are also some planters at 7th and Oregon in front of the clock tower building that are either sinking or the sidewalk around them are heaving up. These problems need to be addressed before the warranty expires.

He asked about the chipper that had been discussed at an earlier meeting. Administrator Ladner said we have to see if there will be any money from FEMA to help pay for one.
9. Com. William Collins.
Commissioner Collins said that he thought the crews are doing as good as they can in removing the downed tree limbs with the equipment they have available.
10. Com. Vicki Denton.
11. Com. Steffen Shamburg.
12. Com. John Sheeran.
Commissioner Sheeran asked if there had been many volunteers to help with the clean up. Administrator Ladner said that there had been very few volunteers, and a very long list of people who needed help. 
Commissioner Collins asked for a copy of the list and said that he might try to find time to help somebody.
13. Adjourn.
Commissioner Sheeran made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Denton, to adjourn. Motion carried. 5 ayes. Meeting adjourned at 6:07 p.m.
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